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RARE DX -- NOT REALLY, BUT....! 


by 


Jim Peeler, WALYOM 
Secretary, RARS 


It was about 10:30 p.m. when I 
received a telephone call from a 
friend expressing concern for his 
son who is a Peace Corps volunteer 
in Ghana, West Africa. Radio, 
television, and newspaper reports 
carried stories about a revolution 
in Ghana but supplied few details. 
The friend, Dr. Henry Smith, 
Associate Dean of the School of 
Engineering at NCSU, had been in 
contact with the U. S. State De- 
partment and the Peace Corps head- 
quarters but was told no informa- 
tion was available on conditions in 
Ghana and that ham radio was proba- 
bly the only sure link with the 
country. 

Henry said he and Mrs. Smith 
would be most grateful if we would 
find out anything via ham radio. 
The son's mailing address was P. 0. 
Box 181, Bolgatanga, Upper Region, 
Ghana. However, he was living with 
a tribe in the town of Binaba and 
in the village of Shiega. I as- 
sured Henry we would give it our 
best but made no promises after hear- 
ing the QTH. 

A quick call to Ron, AA4&VK, 
and I learned he had just made a 
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contact into Upper Volta, a neigh- 
boring country. We had propogation, 
but efforts to raise Ghana proved 
futile that evening. Ron checked 
the callbook and maps finding no 
specific station which could be 
identified with the QTH given. 
Charlie, AAXLBA, Russ, KB4BH, and 
Pat, KA4AVO, were brought up on 
frequency. I requested them to 
keep an ear out for a Ghana station 
and any possible information that 
would be of help. 


The next evening Ron, AA4VK, made 
contact with 9G1DU. With Lynn, K4NYV, 
and myself on the side, Mike, 9GI1DU, 
gave us a report on the situation 
and assured us that everything was 
okay, that there had been no fight- 
ing in the area of the country where 
the Smiths' son was located. After 
talking with Mike, I called the 
Smiths and they were most grateful 
for the information. They had heard 
nothing from the State Department or 
the Peace Corps except those agencies 
were inventorying their own personnel 
in Ghana. Not much comfort there. 

That same evening Ron, AA4VK, ran 
several phone patches with the help 
of Lynn, K4NYV. I wish you could 
have listened in. It would have 
made chills run up your back to 
hear Carlos tell his dad in Cali- 
fornia he was okay and not to worry, 
or to hear a mother in Gary, 
Indiana taking to her daughter in 
Accra, Ghana. All parties were ap- 
preciative of Ron and Lynn's ef- 
forts, and you can bet that amateur 


radio has a real meaning for these 
families. 

The next evening Pat, KA4AVO, 
made contact with Roger, 9G1RR, a 
missionary friend who was only 135 
miles from the Smith son's location. 
Pat gave me a call on the DX alert 
frequency, 146.58, and alerted me to 
Roger's 15 meter frequency. After 
talking with Roger, I called the 
Smiths again to reconfirm the in- 
formation we had received the prev- 
ious evening. The Smiths were 
grateful for this report and most 
appreciative of what can be done 
via amateur radio. 


As you can see, the RARS DxX'ters 


do more than chase rare countries and 


get signal reports. However, with- 
out the experience gained from 
chasing DX, this story could not 
have been told 


CHECKING WITH CHUCK 


by 


Chuck Littlewood, K4HF 
President, RARS 


Notes from HR Report: 


Use up small QSL cards now be- 
cause a new postal regulation 
effective July 15 will prohibit 
mailing postcards smaller than 
3.1/2 by 5 inches. After July 15, 
QSL cards that do not measure up 
will have to be mailed in larger 
envelopes with full first class 
postage. 

The popular Drake "C" line 
production has been cancelled. 
Production capacity is needed for 
the TR-7/R-7 market demands. 

TenTec raised some equipment 

rices July 1. The OMNI is up 
50 but will now boast a new 
tunable IF filter and a notch 


ARRL Bulletin Number 39 said 
ARRL/IARU Headquarters has con- 
firmed with the government of 
Panama that HP9 calls have never 
been issued for use on amateur 
bands. The prefix designates 
commercial maritime users. JU. S. 
and Canadian amateurs are advised 
that communication of any kind 
with HP9 calls is not legal. 


by Ron, AA4VK 


DXters who missed 7J1RL, Okino 
Tori-Shima in 1976 got a second chance 
during June with the DXpedition by 
JFLIST operating oC Age Orinial plans 
were for 10 days but only lasted 4 
days. This piece of land (?) which 
somehow obtained DXCC country status 
in 1976 is below water except at low 
tide. The operation by JF1LIST/7J1 was 
Limited to low tide which permitted 
about 8 hours of operating each day. 
Propagation to 4=land was best from 
about O800Z — 1000Z on 20M and 
2200Z=2400Z on 15M. RARS DX'ers 
teamed up to alert each other. 

If you missed this one, don't worry 
JA1KSO is planning a "big" all 

band operation this fall from 7Jl. 


UPCOMING DXPEDITIONS 


Agalega 3B6CD Now 
Revilla Gigedo XF4MDX June 23- 
Palmyra WD4YGHZ/KH5 July 1 
Bahamas AI5P/C6A July 1 


Turks & Caicos VP5 July 6/9 


Wake Island 


WD6CDU/KH9 July 10/18 


filter. Martinique K8MPF/FM@ until July 15 
CB at 900 mHz is to be con- Nine 7K2 July 11/20 
sidered in a Notice of Inquiry. Manihiki 7K1HI July 
The notice has a “consumer St. Maarten PJ8 July 12/16 
oriented" comment form to en- St. Martin FS7 July 20 
courage maximum public response. Rodriguez 3B9 July 
San Marino M1 July 7/20 
Glorioso FR7ZL/G Aug. 


UPCOMING CONTESTS RARS DXCC HONOR ROLL 


Venezuelan Phone July ue RARS_DX'ER DXCC_COUNTRIES* 
IARU Radiospot July 14/15 
Columbian DX Test July 14/15 Se str . pos 
Venezuelan CW Test July 28/29 WALTLI a es 282 
AANVK Ron 274 
ened Ken oa 
’ AAYBA Charlie 2 
SARS DROERS KB4BH Russ 241 
RARS DX*ers WD4GWW and WDLNOY are now WHYZX Doc 229 
KB4RZ and KJ4s, respectively. AA4NC Will 200+ 
KUNYV Lynn 200+ 
WALGBE, WBLHFL, WAKAAV, NLAJF, and AALVK WB4YYBF Paul 180 
are chasing DX on 6 meters. XE, ZF, VE, N4YSW Walt 170 
VP9, KV4, KP4, and VP2M being worked KAY AVO Pat 153 
recently. NYEX Rick 150 
ABS Ed 149 
Chuck, K4HF has been getting good results WA4Y OM Jim 149 
with the new TS=120, working lots of WB4WXA Chuck 142 
Pacific DX on 10 meters. WA4 PDP Eddy 112 
KL-BWC Billy 102 
KALAVO is nearing 5BWAS. Pat needs KB4RZ Rick 101 
pnly three more states on 10 meters WAY EXW Jim 100 
to have them all. WD4GX0 Dick 80 


*320 DXCC Countries 


DX WORKED 
KA4YAVO 5H3 QSL_INFORMATION 
TOR 
AAYBA ee 9K2EW WA3SWH 
¥J80T 9K2FX WAKA , 
KB4.BH JFLIST/7J1 ZS2MI WA2IZN 
STORK VR1BE N6ADI 
WAYGBE VELAIH/t1 * HBAYX HB9MM 
VPOWB * za VE2DFR 
WBYHFL ZF2DN * KX6PP WD4NVH 
KYHF YJ80T 
KS6DV 


KANT UZ SVAE WHEN AND WHERE TO LISTEN 


7Z2AP Vite CMT 
Sebel ae OK3TAB/D2A 1270 0500 
AAMNC 9K2EW same be 
KB4R 7 TA1MB JTIAN 2le 320 0000 
9H1 DV 
KJ4S JR2TQG 
WAYTLI JFLIST/7 51 
C21I1B XYL Typist Note: Do you notice 
AANVK A7 XAH a difference in the typing? 
JPLIST/7J1 If so, it's due to the fact 
WBYYBF FOS that typewriters were changed 
3D2 right in the middle of the 
WA4 YOM AP2AD article. The se cond part 
VU2TF of this article was typed 
WHYZX VE1LAIH/1 on a strange typewriter and 


* 6 meters 


need I say that we never did 
become very good friends. Buty, 


I was determined to get the 
article typed for AA4VK that 

I gave up part of my lunch and 
did it at school. I'11 surely 
be glad when my own typewriter 
is back in “better health"t!!!! 


73 ES Gud DX 
Ron, AALVK 


SS SSS 


TEN METERS and 
SOLAR CYCLE TWENTY ONE 


Current activity and band openings 
on the 15 and 10 meter bands indicate 
that the current Solar Sunspot Cycle may 
become a. whopper. The average flux is 
already higher than many experts pre- 
dicted as its maximum and conditions 
continue to point toward a record break- 
ing flux and sunspot number in 1980. 


Newcomers to the Ham ranks will 
be astounded at the way 10 meters is go- 
ing to behave if current trends continue. 
It will be possible to work the world 
on very little power, and I confidently 
expect some RARS members to get DXCC 
with one of the little converted CB 
rigs: 


The last Sunspot cycle, numbered 
twenty, was not a particularly good one. 
The one before, number nineteen, which 
occurred in the mid-fifties, was one of 
the highest ever recorded. During that 
cycle, I was active in New Jersey as 
K2TIA and had a real ball for a couple 
of years. I knew one ham up there who 
got WAS and DXCC running 10 watts AM 
mobile! 


Based on my own experience with 
that cycle and assuming that present 
conditions continue, I will try to de- 
scribe some of the things to look for. 


As the Sunspot number gets higher 
and reaches its peak, look for unusual 
openings at odd times. Some round-the 
clock openings will not be uncommon 
and 15 will be open to some areas 
constantly. Night openings on 10 and 
6 too for that matter, will occur 


somewhat sporadically. Late afternoon 
Openings on two meters will accompany 
these high flux levels. 


But, I am getting off the track. 
What happens when the sunspot level 
takes off and the Solar flux goes over 
200? Well, the ionization in the E- 
and F-layers gets so high that 10 
begins to act like 20, only better! 


During the fifties, openings to 
Europe and North Africa were daily occ- 
urrences and Asia and Australia were 
strong almost every afternoon. Of course 
you could work Sauth America almost any- 
time, even after midnight on particularly 
good days. In fact, it was not at all 
unusual to find the band open to all 
these areas at the same time. 


I remember many times having nice 
chats with European hams and suddenly 
getting a JA, KH6, or VK breaker. We 
would then have a Worldwide roundtable 
with all stations reporting 5x9's. The 
usual power level at that time was under 
50 watts. 


Well, assuming the present cycle, 
number twenty-one, continues to rise, 
this Fall and Winter will produce some 
really outstanding ten meter propagation. 
We have a much larger number of amateurs 
in many of the countries and equipment 
and antennas are twenty years better. 


If you put all that together, this 
cycle may be the best in a lifetime. 
I, for one, am really looking forward 
to a fantastic season this coming year 
on ten meters. If you want to join in 
the fun, better get on ten.... and — 
maybe, six! And what about two SSB? 


73, 65.c¢U,0n 10, 
Doc, W4YZX 


FOR SALE: Heathkit receiver, 
Model HR-10B. Five bands, CW, AM, 
SSB. $65. Murray, W6MVZ. 851-8025. 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING - June 6, 1979 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS) 
was held in the West Community Room at Crabtree Valley Mall on June 6, 1979. 
The meeting was called to order by President Chuck Littlewood, K4HF, and 
members and guests were welcomed. The attendance roster was signed by 
58 persons. 


President Littlewood made the following announcements: 


A letter has been received from Mr. J. J. Freeman, Engineer in 
Charge of FCC Norfolk District, indicating that there were many favorable 
comments received concerning the computer program used for scheduling 
applicants for upgrading at the RARS Hamfest. 


Upcoming Hamfests: Atlanta, June 16-17, Cary, July 21, Charleston, 
July 28-29, Fayetteville, August 18-19, and Shelby, September 1-2. 


The next regular RARS monthly meeting will be held July 4, 1979 - 
same place, same time. 


Vic Clark, W4KFC, has suffered a mild heart attack but is recover- 
ing nicely. Vic is First-Vice President of ARRL and an honorary member 
of RARS. The club expressed its best wishes for a complete and speedy 
recovery. 


Bert Bailey, W4FMN, has requested to be relieved as the EC for 
Wake County. Bert has done an outstanding job in this role for over 
eight years. The club's appreciation was expressed to Bert for his fine 
service. A new EC will be named in the near future. 


The annual CB Jamboree will be held at the fairgrounds August 4-5. 
Club members interested in operating a RARS booth, as has been done 
in past years, were asked to talk with President Littlewood. 


Phil Wicker, W4ACY, Bob Corns, K4MC, Chuck Littlewood, K4HF, 
the Director of Central Prison, and ARRL have made arrangements for 
a set of the League's publications to be placed in the Central Prison li- 
brary at the request of a number of inmates interested in learning about 
amateur radio. 


Ron Oates, AA4VK, discussed the plans for Field Day which will occur 
on June 23 and 24. RARS will set up and operate at the ESB Plant on US 1 
North. Present plans are to operate two transmitters. Those interested 
in participating were asked to sign up on the Field Day roster. Set up will 
begin at 8:00 a.m. on June 23, and the stations will operate for twenty-four 
hours, beginning at about 2:00 p.m. on June23: Everyone is welcome to 
join in the fun. Last year the club purchased a generator which is used on 
Field Day and is available for emergencies. Ron reported that the Board 
had discussed and recommended that the club authorize the expenditure of 
$300 this year for a triband beam, coax, rotator, and cable for use on Field 
Days and in emergencies. The club approved the expenditure of the funds. 


Wallace Brame, W4PRQ, has indicated that he would be glad to work 
with those interested in increasing their code speed. If interested, call 
Wallace at 828-5088. 


Jim Bradley, WA4AOO, announced that Bob Johnson, AA4L, will con- 
duct the next session of the advanced and extra upgrade class at 7:30 p.m. 
at the Norfolk and Southern Railway Office on June 1l,. 1979. Those inter- 
ested are welcome to participate. The class attendance has been 10-12 for 
each session. If you are interested in upgrading, it is time well spent. 


Jack Kenny, WB4MCU, presented a program on:the RARS repeater and 
plans for future modifications. Jack gave a most interesting presentation 
and answered questions concerning the RARS repeater. 


Refreshments were served and prizes for the evening were drawn. 
Frank Pankotay, WD4NLX, will be guest writer for the next newsletter. 
Sherman Starnes, W4TZU, added 100 feet of RG8X coax to his prize col- 
lection. 


The meeting was adjourned after refreshments and fellowship. 


Jim Peeler, WA4 YOM 
Secretary, RARS 


THE EDITOR SAYS: 


i WANT MORE 
Sphuletiey 


THE ANTENNA PARTY 


‘Twas Saturday morning . 
And back of the house 
Forty feet stood in concrete 
As quiet as a mouse. 


The coffee was brewed and 
The beer was on ice, 

The fellows were eager 
And the weather was nice. 


The rotor was mounted 

And the welding was done; 
Torsion bars fastened 

And now comes the fun! 


Six sections of tower 
Will go up today 

And three sets of guy wires 
To make sure they stay. 


The gin pole sways slightly 
As it feels the first weight, 
But no one's alarmed, 
Everything's working great. 


We have a fine ground crew, 
Jack, Joe, and Fred, 
Two W-sixes, 
And a Sugar Zed Zed. 


But I watch the tower, 
They've climbed up so far! 
Take care, Jim and N-4 
A Double-U R. 


They say that it's nothing, 
There's no need to worry; 
But that's not enough 
To convince me and Murray. 


Ropes were connected 

And the next section rose 
While MCU kept 

The guys on their toes. 


by WA4GAPK 


One more section up; 
One less to endure. 
"It's home," Rollin shouts, 
And they bolt it secure. 


When the time comes for guy wires 
The fellows climb down. 

My neck gets a rest 
While they're both on the ground. 


There's laughing and joking, 
A whole lot of fun. 

But they know what they're doing, 
And they get the job done. 


Once on the tower 

They don't fool around. 
Ninety feet in the air 

Is no place to clown. 


I'm watching and thinking, 
My dear A double O, 

I've seen you quite high, 
But while that sober? No! 


Now everything jells, 
Everything clicks, 
And soon she's awaiting 

The big TH-6. 


One hundred and ten feet 
Reaching the sky, 

And dreams of DX-ing 
Are thrilling my guy. 


Absolutely ecstatic, 
A grin on his face, 

He said, "Overkill--Yeah!" 
"But she won't go no place!" 


And I heard him exclaim 

In the midst of his praise, 
“Thanks to you all!" 

"Now tomorrow comes Ray's." 


DR. HAUSER TO SPEAK ON ENERGY 
AT AUGUST MEETING 


Dr. John R. Hauser, professor in 


Electrical Engineering at NCSU, will 


speak on solar energy at the August 1 


meeting of RARS. 

"There is much interest in solar 
energy among club members and else- 
where, and Dr. Hauser is an expert 
in the field,” RARS Vice President 
Ron Oates said. "We are very fortu- 


nate to have him speak to our club." 


The meeting is open to the public. 


FIELD DAY RESULTS 


Two tranceivers, 27 workers 
900 phone contacts, 500 CW contacts: 
that's the story of RARS partici- 
pation in the annual ARRL Field Day 
competition June 23 - 2k. 

Ron Oates and Lynn Pendleton 
were co-chairmen for the club event 
held on the grounds of Exide Power 
Systems on U.S. 1 north of Raleigh. 

The club's portable call was 
used during the contest, WADW/k. 


FOR SALE: Two element Gem 
quad. $100. Walter Fiscus, 
WALJCS, 693-5309. 


CHILEAN WORK GROUP 


Mrs. Mollie Prescott, mother of 
Rick Prescott, WALLYN, is part of an 
ll-member church work group that 
left Raleigh-Durham Airport July 
28 for a three-week visit to 
Chile. They are scheduled to 
arrive back in Raleigh August 20. 

The work schedule of the group, 
sponsored by Hayes Barton United 
Methodist Church of Raleigh, in- 
cluded repairing and painting 
a boys’ school near Temuco. 

Temuco is about 450 miles south of 
Santiago. The group flew to 
Santiago by way of Atlanta, Miami, 
and Bagota, a city in Columbia. 
Travel from Santiago to Temuco was 
by bus. 

Members paid their own travel 
fares. Because August is the win- 
ter season in Chile, they were 
warned to carry winter clothing. 

Tools and other equipment taken 
for use in the project will be given 
to the Chilean hosts when the group 


returns to Raleigh. 


MINUTES OF THE MEETING - July 4, 1979 


The regular monthly meeting of the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS) 
was held in the West Community Room at Crabtree Valley Mall on July 4, 1979. 
The meeting was called to order by President Chuck Littlewood, K4HF, and 
members and guests were welcomed. The attendance roster was signed by 
27 persons. 

President Littlewood made the following announcements: 

A 1979 U.S. Callbook has been purchased by the club and will be available 
at each meeting for those wanting to look up QSL information. At the end of 
each year, the book will be given as a door prize and replaced with a new 
edition. 

Remember the Cary Swapfest on July 21, 1979. 

Vic Clark, W4KFC, is home from the hospital and recovering nicely. 

July 14 and 15 are the dates for the IARU Radio Sport contest. See 
May Q ST for details. 

Concerns have been expressed related to the many new licensed amateurs 
and the need of many of these new hams for a buddy to help them get off toa 
good start. A sign up sheet was circulated with a request for those interested 
in giving a helping hand to so indicate. 

Any amateur who received a license between August 1970 and December 
31, 1976 and paid a license fee in excess of $20 may apply for 4 refund. For 
further details, contact Chuck Littlewood, K4HF. 

Skylab orbital bulletins will be carried on W1AW. 

There are currently 364, 000 licensed amateurs in the U.S. 

Ron Oates, AA4VK, reported that 27 club members participated in Field 


Day, racking up 511 CW and 878 phone contacts for a total score above the 


club's last years effort. Two transceivers were operated for the full period. 


(A special thank you to Ron Oates, AA4VK, and Lynn Pendleton, K4NYV, for 


co-chairing the planning, arrangements, and operation of W4DW/4.) 


All present stood for a minute of silence in memory of John Bargamian, 
K4VLI, who recently became a silent key. 

Vice-President Ron Oates, AA4VK, presented a film produced by the 
Japanese Amateur Radio League on the Okino Tori-shima DXpedition, 7JIRL. 
The movie was enjoyed by all and provided an appreciation of the efforts in- 
volved in carrying out a successful DXpedition. 

Following the program, door prizes were drawn with the following ovina: 
Pat Cox, KA4AVO, Newsletter article, Norm Plaks, KN4G, 100 feet of RG8X 
coax, and Ann Bradley, WA4APK, Jim Bradley, WA4AO0, Jack Williams, 
KB4RW, one dozen doughnuts each. The meeting was adjourned following 
coffee, doughnuts, and fellowship. 


Jim Peeler, WA4YOM 
Secretary, RARS 


FOR SALE: DRAKE TR-22. $100.00 
WD4GXO. 872-5379 


MEMBERS INTERESTED IN STARTING A 
TRS-80 NET ON 10 MTRS OR 2 MTRS. 
CALL WO4GXO OR SEE ME AT NEXT CLUB 
MEETING. 


I AM LOOKING FOR PEOPLE THAT ARE IN THIS S PAGE 


INTERESTED IN A BULK PURCHASE OF 
CASSETTE TAPES FOR COMPUTER USE. 


WO4GXO, 872-5379. W OU LD R EACH 


THANKS §& 73'S 


OD MANY 
HAMS / 


WO4GXO 


Raleigh Amateur Radio Society, Inc. 
APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP 


To help you enjoy RARS activities and to assist the club officers and directors in making plans, 
please complete this application in its entirety. 
ie Spouse's Nome 


Street iY ourscate OF birtiv45 
City & State Zip 
Telephone Number: Home Work 


Your Employer Occupation 


lee Call Class of License Date First Licensed 
ARRL Member: OYes (OLife GRegular) ONo CVRA Member: OYes ONo 
Other Hobbies: 
Member of Other Clubs/Organizations: 


Ham magazines you read: OQST OHamRadio O73 OCQ OMWorld Radio News © HR Report 


O Other: AC iti Ai 
WW. Areas Of Interest With Percent (%) of Hamming Time Spent (100%): 


0 CW O Nets 0 HF Construction O Traffic Handling 
D SSB O VHF Operation 0 General Activities O Community Service 
O Teletype O VHF Construction © Satellites O Other 

D SSTV 0 HF Operation 0 DX-ing 


IV. Do you own and/or have ready access to: 3 
© Emergency Power Generator HF Portable Rig OO VHF Portable Rig OVHF Handheld Xevr 


0 Do You Operate: OHF Mobile - Bands O VHF Mobile - Bands 
O Bands You Operate Regularly: 160 080/75 040 020 OH Ol O46 O2 O1.25 
V. Do You Need Assistance With: 


O Learning Code O Upgrading A license O Traffic & Net Operations 
O Improving Code Speed ORig Problems D Transportation 

O Obtaining A License O Antenna Problems © ARRL Membership 

ee ee ee ET VIR IProblems 0 


Since All RARS Members Are Expected To Assist In Society Projects and Activities, Please 
Indicate The Areas You Will Help With: 


O Annual Hamfest O Licensing Classes © ARRL Info/Activities Ham Radio Publicity 

O Field Day © Contests/Awards © RARS Repeater © Emergency Communications 
O Community Service G Construction Projects O RARS Meetings EVO there oie ees es ee 
OC) RARS Newsletter 0 Budget/F inancial © RARS Nets 0 


O Newsletter Advertising © RARS Social Events OD Telephone Committee 


Your Comments: 


DUES ARE TO BE PAID WHEN APPLICATION IS ACCEPTED! 


Date Signature 


RARS CALENDAR 


August 1 September 5 
Regular RARS meeting. Regular RARS meeting. 
August 4,5 September 19 
CB Jamboree RARS Advisory Board meeting. 
Scott Building, State Fair 
grounds. 


August 18, 19 
Fayetteville, N. C. Hamfest. 


RARS meets each first Wednesday at 7:30 p.m. in the 


West Community Room of Crabtree Valley Mall. 


RARS TWO METER FM NET — Meets 8:00 p.m. every night 
146.04/146.64 Repeater 
RARS 10 METER SSB NET — Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday Nights 
7:00 p.m. — 28.540 MHz 
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